YOU'RE INVITED TO OUR BIRTHDAY PARTY!

Milk Crate Theatre is celebrating 10 years of an extraordinary partnership between Sydney’s homeless and
disadvantaged community and professional actors with a special birthday show on Thurs 13 August.

The show is a chance to celebrate 10 years of a company and a community that continues to be a unique
and successful partnership between welfare and the arts. Professional actors from the company and
puppeteers from internationally renowned puppetry company, Erth Visual & Physical Inc. have been working
with 3 separate groups of participants from Wesley Mission’s Edward Eagar Lodge, The Wayside Chapel
and a combined group of Mission Australia & Parramatta Mission.

“When we asked participants how they would like to celebrate our 10 year anniversary, they got
creative and said that instead of doing of someone’s real life story like we often do, we should
personify the company as a person and do its life story. From that seed came the idea of Milk Crate
being a 10 year old child that could be a puppet and what would happen if we looked metaphorically at
its development. So the groups are separately looking at the themes of birth & creation, imagination
and community. Set like a birthday party, and tracking the history of the company and its participants,
it provides an imaginative and entertaining way of reflecting on where we’ve come from, and a
celebration of how we’ve grown.” Beck Ronkson, Director

Homelessness is increasing in this city, and as with any grief and tragedy, a place is needed to share your
experiences, your story. To reflect on life, to laugh, to cry and make connections that help you to heal.
Creative expression is an express train to that process.

“I've learnt just how to talk to people better, through my acting, and it's helped me overcome fears of
... jJust people, in general. | don’t have that fear anymore. I'm able to talk to most people, and there’s
not many people | can’t talk to and that's a great feeling.” Milk Crate Theatre community participant

A night out with a difference. Come along and celebrate some joy and a piece of birthday cake with us.

Milk Crate Theatre’s 10 ™ Birthday Show THURSDAY 13 AUGUST, 7 PM
At Edward Eagar Lodge, 348 Bourke Street in Surry H  ills
It is FREE, everyone welcome - audience numbers lim ited - RSVP to info@milkcratetheatre.com

GET INTO THE ACT with our next workshops

OPEN PROGRAM
TUESDAYS 25 AUG, 1, 8 &15 SEPT — 2 to 4 PM
At Edward Eagar Lodge, 348a Bourke Street, Surry Hills

THE MICHAEL PROJECT PROGRAM
MONDAYS 21 & 28 SEPT and 5 & 12 OCT — 2 to 4 PM
At Parramatta Mission, 119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta

HOME DELIVERED PROGRAM
TUESDAYS 22 & 29 SEPT and 6 & 13 OCT —2to 4 PM
Location to be confirmed

FREE for all - EVERYONE is welcome
For more information email us at info@milkcratetheatre.com




STAY TUNED FOR our next shows

WEDNESDAY 14 OCTOBER - 7 to 8.30 PM With us oUT WEST

At Parramatta Mission, 119 Macquarie Street, Parramatta c ome

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER - 7 t0 8.30 PM
At Edward Eagar Lodge, 348a Bourke Street, Surry Hills

FREE for all - EVERYONE is welcome

WHAT'S BEEN GOING ON IN JUNE, JULY& AUGUST

Keep an eye out for the Sydney White Pages ®Residential edition which this year has the theme of
creative Australians working with our communities, Beck Ronkson and Milk Crate Theatre have been
featured as leading community cultural development performance makers.

Sydney Street Socceroos headed up to Brisbane to compete in the showdown for selection to go to Milan
for the 2009 Homeless World Cup. The team put up a great fight coming second overall, congratulations to
Tai and Falah who were part of the team!

The Sydney Street Choir presented their first full-length theatre show home is where the heART is at the
Belvoir St Theatre in Surry Hills. The production was featured in The Sydney Morning Herald, The Sun, on
ABC Radio National and on the ABC Television Program, Stateline.

Gathering local histories and urban stories in Glebe , Glebe Youth Services hosted a community forum
where people could find out about how they too could record their story and leave their mark for both present
and future generations. For more information call Char Jones on 0432 597 279.

Street Care is a hew advisory group supported by the Homeless Persons’ Legal Service and the City of
Sydney that is made up entirely of people that have experienced homelessness. It has been established to
ensure that those experiencing homelessness are effectively consulted and involved in public policy
decisions that affect them. For more information go to www.piac.asn.au.

WHAT HAPPENED IN THE last show?
WHEN THE KNIGHT TURNS DARK

A tale of domestic violence, children and independe nce

This show was about Nora a young woman who grew up in Indonesia. After her father died which left her
mother heartbroken, she was sent to live with her big sister in the city to go to school. Nora worked in the
hotel her sister and her husband owned where she met a young Australian man. Nora fell in love and came
to live in Australia. Unfortunately, she found herself without a network of support which resulted in a spiral
through domestic violence, loss of her children and drug use.

We thank the woman who generously gave her story for this show.

This performance was part of our pilot Women’s Program and was made possible through valuable support
from Mission Australia’s (A Woman'’s Place), the Salvation Army’s (Samaritan House) and YWCA NSW.

Photos: (Left) Women'’s Program Allstars (Middle) Bernie Regan & Maurie Barlin (Right) Bernie Regan, Kate Bookallil & Graeme Rhodes. Taken by: IRONGAV



OTHER STUFF ON THE GRAPEVINE

Matthew Talbot is running a new totally random read TRR book club. It takes place at the new, state-
of-the-art Ozanam Learning Centre at level 3, 99 Forbes Street, Woolloomooloo. The TRR book club is a
chance for people interested in books and reading to get together, read a range of different types of books
and then discuss them in a relaxed atmosphere over a coffee. Each fortnight, a new book will be selected
and then discussed two weeks later. The first TRR is at 11am to 12.30pm, Monday 17 August and the first
book is ‘Black Ice’ by local Sydney author Leah Giarratano.

HELP US MAKE A DIFFERENCE

By supporting Milk Crate Theatre you will be contributing to Australia’s only theatre company solely
dedicated to giving a creative voice to the homeless and disadvantaged community.

You can be confident that your support will fund:

An established program that has outstanding community participation and support.
A professional and talented team with genuine commitment to community cultural development.
Life-skills that make a long term difference to the most disadvantaged in our community.

All donations are tax deductible - please contact Katy on 9331 3107 for more information.

CONTACT US

Beck Ronkson, Artistic Director director@milkcratetheatre.com
Katy Coote, Program Manager info@milkcratetheatre.com or call us on (02) 9331 3107

www.milkcratetheatre.com

NETWORK PARTNERS PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY

Perpetual Trustee Company Ltd as trustees for The Myee
Codrington Foundation & The Margaret Augusta Farrell Trust

PRIVATE DONORS



